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Photographs from top: Coastal scene, Furneaux Islands. 
Also on the Furneaux Islands, eroded granite rock formations. 

Above: 'Under the Jaguar Sun1 and in the background, 
'Thomasina'-sculptures by international and indigenous 
artists in 'The Living Desert' near Broken Hill, NSW. 

Right: Typical 'camp' at Lightning Ridge and 
opal miners check a piece ofpotch for 'colour'. 
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of 5 cards from the six kinds shown. 
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Appearing to us for the first time as we 
descended from the clouds on a hot sum-
mer afternoon in late January, the 
Furneaux Islands group were like emer-
alds and jaspers fringed by gold set in an 
expanse of turquoise. We were in a very 
small plane surrounded by boxes of mush-
rooms and spring onions with the side 
pilot window open to compensate for the 
malfunctioning airconditioner. We were 
wondering what lay ahead for us on those 
specks of land amidst the vastness of Bass 
Strait. Islands that are the scarred finger-
tips of an immense mountain landbridge 
connecting Tasmania and Victoria, and 
flooded by rising seas eons ago. Latitude 

40°S—the 'roaring forties' of fierce wind 
and tempest. 

What a contrast to Winton with its vast 
empty spaces of solitude and aridity. On 
Flinders, it's all compacted; a pocket 
handkerchief of 50 islands, towering 
distorted granite peaks and tumbled 
boulders, thick scrub and always cut off, 
isolated by the relentless, moody, uncon-
trolled southern sea. Yes, the setting is 
indeed different—but people are much the 
same with their hopes, dreams, struggles, 
failures, joys, faith, pains—each BCA out-
post has its commonality and uniqueness. 

A very warm, friendly reception awaited 
us. Our furniture completed its epic jour-
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Above: Granite strewn coast 
of the Furneaux Islands and 

Geoff and Gill Bransgrove 
at Whitemark Church. 

Left: The road into Lightning Ridge-
the sign expresses the transitory 
nature of the population. 
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Rev Owen Thomas (BCA-S Aust), 
Rev Dr Vic Roberts (BCA National Chairman), 
Bp Bruce Clark (Diocese of Riveiiha) and 
Rev Don Wilson after his induction at Wentworth. 

Background picture: The confluence of 
the Murray and Darling Rivers at Wentworth. 

.jtftffl Parishioners outside 

D><"^|§ St John the Evangelist, 
Wentworth, after 

Rev Don Wilson's induction. 
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Lady Barron congregation 
ney across land and sea without a scratch. 
The Whitemark Church was having its 3rd 
roof fitted in 80 years and the volunteers 
needed numerous smokos during the 
week. Our kitchen became the hub of 
refreshment as parish men and women 
rolled up their sleeves together—it was a 
good way to meet so many. A week later, 
in a full church, a wonderful induction ser-
vice affirmed the preceding day's welcome 
and joy. 

The islanders are a tough, resourceful, 
independent and diverse breed who have 
always had to struggle against many odds 
to carve and shape a lifestyle. And how 
they love their islands with their unpollut-
ed beauty, strong community and laidback 
pace. On small holdings the pasturing of 
sheep and cattle has been the backbone of 
development. Abalone, lobsters, fishing 
and tourism are emerging with great 
potential. With a decline over the years, 
the population has stabilised at about 950. 
The prospect of further aquaculture and 
new employment has opened up a fierce 
debate about the farming of the Pacific 
oyster and its possible detrimental envi-
ronmental effect on our pristine waters 

and coast. A sustainable, viable future is 
the determination of all. 

We have 3 small centres of worship with 
about 40-50 worshippers and most are 
faithful in pastoral care and service in the 
wider community. After years of financial 
struggle, requiring much faithfulness, 
endurance and enterprise, the parish will 
soon dispense with its bank overdraft 
facility. And that's reason for thanksgiv-
ing. After an absence of more than a 
decade, the Catholic sister and I have 
commenced Christian Education with a 
lunchtime club in the only school. We are 
delighted with the children's response. 
Two new study groups involving about a 
third of the congregation augurs well for 
the future. 

Life needs its surprises. Imagine in 
autumn each year many of the parish 
grandmothers being absent from worship. 

Above: Cape Barren (Aboriginal Community) Church 
Below: StAlban's congregation, Whitemark 

Not ill, but involved in the busy mutton 
bird season, up to their knees in bird 
down, etc., as thousands of shearwaters 
are legally processed for the restaurant 
trade in special sheds on a number of the 
smaller islands. Imagine the cost of living 
affected by high air and sea freight costs 
and having the dubious honour of the 
highest electrical tariffs and petrol prices 
in the nation. Imagine the delight of 
attending regular musical evenings of 
high standard as our organist invites her 
talented friends to fly in to share their 
skills and love of music with 20-30 people 
in her home. 

Imagine flying in a 4-seater plane each 
month to an indigenous congregation on 
Cape Barren Island and the awesome 
enjoyment of flying 100 metres above 
crystal clear ocean and small islands and 
closely adjacent to the massive Mt 
Strzelecki with its precipitous granite sides. 

The Furneaux are a special place with a 
special people. Ministry is just as much a 
challenge here as in Winton. The colours 
may have changed. The winds howl in 
from a different quarter. The seasons are 
more defined. And I rug up to take the dog 
for his walk along the beach at dusk. The 
Lord is at work here as he is in your area. 
And that's something to celebrate. 
GEOFF BRANSGROVE—Furneaux Islands 

Combined Derby/Broome congregations preparing for 
the Service of Holy Communion in St Paul's Church, 

Derby Pentecost Sunday, 18th May 1997. 

'This has been a tremendous encour-
agement, a real boost for us. We've so 
much enjoyed having you here". A typical 
reaction to the visit by many of the 
Broome congregation who drove up to 
Derby on Pentecost Sunday. 

And what a demonstration of the love of 
the family of God! The folk merged so well, 
you'd think they had known each other for 
years—brothers and sisters in Christ, 
indeed. Firstly, a BBQ lunch and fellowship 
in the hall, then across to the Church for 
Holy Communion, celebrated by Raymond 
Molyneux. Laura (10 years old) told her 
mother, "For a small congregation, the 
Derby people are very well organised and 
are VERY GOOD cooks!" And safely home 
again for the Broome mob. 

The Holy Spirit of Pentecost is alive and 
well in Derby. 

A few weeks before this, there had been 
a TV/phone linkup between members of 
the two congregations, during which mat-
ters of mutual interest were discussed. 
The two parishes are closely linked by the 
ministry of Raymond and Betty Lou 
Molyneux, in Bishop Tony Nichols' think-
ing to provide for the ministry, and by 
planning for the provision of resources. 

PENTECOST BBQ 
AND CELEBRATION 

AT DERBY 



Winter in the Ridge is activity time. 
When other places slow down as 

people stay indoors and the weather 
becomes inclement, Lightning Ridge starts 
to really bustle with activity. Many people 
from Victoria start to make their winter 
migration north and stop at the Ridge for a 
few months of sunny days, pleasant 20 
degree temperatures, and reasonable 
clean country air. With the extra people 
come extra activities and extra excitement 
around the town. 

More people can be found drilling on the 
opal fields as they look for that elusive 
opal. Once there is a sniff of colour, then 
down goes the shaft (often down 70 feet) 
and the mining starts in earnest. 

As the town starts to get going, so does 
the activity of the Christians. The first 
thing we notice is that the number of peo-
ple who meet each Sunday morning fills 
our building to beyond capacity. As people 

come to join our gathering, the children 
get pushed up the front onto the floor and 
people find that their fellowship with other 
Christians becomes extremely close. Yet 
the net result is not grumbling about a 
lack of space, but a rejoicing that we can 
gather together to hear God's word, sup-
port and encourage each other, and praise 
God all the more for the way he builds and 
supports his body in Lightning Ridge. 

The second thing we notice is the cross 
section of people who gather together. 
The congregation is made up of "locals" 
(who call Lightning Ridge home), regular 
visitors (who come up each year for a few 
months) and occasional visitors (those on 
a trip through town). The locals are people 
who have come to the Ridge for a variety 
of reasons. Some have had to walk off 
their properties, others have lost jobs, and 
have come to the Ridge to start again. 
Others have come looking for a change of 
direction in their life, to help family or 
friends, for health reasons, while some 
have come simply because they see the 

Del Roberts and Geoff Hearne at one of the diggings. 

Ridge as an opportunity to get 
ahead. Still others have come 
with the thought of spending 
the rest of their lives here and 
many have stayed as they fall in 
love with the lifestyle, get opal 
fever, or start to put down their 
roots and get involved in this 
community. 

The regular visitors usually come and 
live on camps on claims as an economical 
way of having a second home. Camps are 
either caravans, or self built homes (using 
whatever materials are handy), with a 
hole in the ground for a toilet, a generator 
for power and an open fire for heating. 
Once here, they relax, do a bit of mining, 
or just become involved in the local com-
munity groups. The Bore Baths become a 
real social spot each morning and evening 
as people come to wash, relieve their 
aches and pains or simply to catch up with 
others in the hot artesian water. 

We seek to minister to both groups. To 
build them up in their faith in Jesus, to 
encourage them in their own spiritual 
walk, and to share in fellowship with 
God's people. As well as ministering to our 
visitors, we are blessed as they come and 
encourage us during their time in the 
Ridge, as they help us in our tasks and as 
we can share in fellowship with them. 

Besides church, another way we seek to 
minister to the Christians, is through our 
small groups. We have a number that 
meet during the week either in the day-
time or at night. These start at the begin-
ning of the year with our locals, then by 
June they have usually swelled as our reg-

Report from 
the Ridge 

"Camp" and shaft head in Lightning Ridge parish. 

ular visitors return. Our Thursday evening 
group starts the year with about 8, and is 
currently 16. Our groups meet in camps, in 
houses built on the back of sheds, the 
Church or the Vicarage. 

We have designated this year as 'A Year 
to Build' as we seek to finally get the con-
struction of a new church building under 
way. But we don't want to lose focus of 
what we are really on about, not bricks 
and mortar, but people and God's 
Kingdom. So we are seeking to build up 
'God's Kingdom, Our Faith and Our 
Church'. Our groups have just finished 
going through "Christianity Explained" 
and are all now going through the Willow 
Creek "How to become a Contagious 
Christian" evangelism training program. 
In association with this, we have invited 
Bruce Smith to speak at the end of June 
and Kim Hawtrey from "Impact 
Evangelism" to speak in August. 

There is a similarity between opal min-
ing and presenting Jesus. You don't know 
where the opal is, so you have to search 
and drill in lots of different spots. The 
same with those who will respond to the 
gospel. We don't know who will respond 
to the gospel, so we seek to spread the 



word in as many places and through as 
many means as we have possible to allow 
the Holy Spirit to challenge and convict 
people. One of the main meeting places 
for people in the Ridge is the Bowling 
Club. Each Sunday evening, hundreds of 
people gather for a monster raffle, a lucky 
membership number draw and to relax. 
As most of them don't ever set foot inside 
our Church, I go to them and seek to make 
contact, to speak of Christ and pray and 
hope for further follow-up opportunities. 
In opal mining, you often have to drill 
through some very hard layers before you 
get to the opal bearing clay. In Lightning 
Ridge, there are also people who have 
become hardened through life's experi-
ences, people who don't want to have 
their inner needs exposed and challenged 
by the truth of the gospel. In opal mining, 
when that rich opal is exposed, there is 
great excitement and joy. The same when 
people respond to the gospel and commit 
their lives to Christ, except that the joy and 
excitement is of eternal significance and 
greater value. 

As we continue to grow and be involved 
in presenting the gospel of Jesus to those 
in town, we too are filled with great 
excitement. Excitement at the great oppor-
tunities we have in this outback town, 
excitement as we see people responding 
to the gospel through "Christianity 
Explained" groups and excitement at what 
God has in store for us to do in the rest of 
this year and the years to come. 

GEOFF and CATHERINE HEARNE 
-Lightning Ridge 

knife's karratha buttings 
In our last letter we told you that the lit-

tle settlement of Nanutarra was evacuated 
because of floods. After the water had sub-
sided the SES asked the churches in the 
area to help with the clean-up, and so we 
got involved. What a heartbreak for the 
family—they lost most of their furniture 
because of water damage. Nanutarra is 
one of the roadhouses serving the North 
West Coastal Highway and it is very 
important to keep these places running. It 
took weeks to finally get the phones sorted 
out and the petrol pumps working. We call 
in and say hello each time we go south. 

At the beginning of March, we drove to 
Geraldton for the farewell to Bishop 
Bernard Buckland and his wife Coralie. It 
was a long drive—2 days there and 2 days 
back, driving about 8 hours each day. 
There isn't too much to see between the 
roadhouses, which are spaced about 
100-200 kms apart. We saw very little in the 
way of wildlife, but we did see a lot of goats 
south of Carnarvon—and they are a pest. 

Later in the month, we had an archdea-
conry meeting at our church.These meet-
ings are a great way for us to keep in 
touch with other clergy in our 'local' area, 
this area being somewhat larger and more 
remote than any city archdeaconry areas! 

We have a strong ecumenical fellowship 
in Karratha. The women have a group that 
meet once a month for fellowship and 
prayer, called FOCUS. Women from 
Karratha, Dampier, Roebourne, Wickham, 
Point Samson and Cossack come, and 
from all denominations, and it's great to 

Exmouth camel ride following 
a "Lay Resource Training Weekend". 

be able to share in fellowship and praise 
God together. An Inter Church Council meets 
every two months and this group raises the 
funds for Scripture teaching in schools and 
for the part-time High School Chaplain. 
They also organise Carols by Candlelight 
and other events. 

We work at the Seafarers Centre in 
Dampier one evening a week, manning 
the shop and the phones and we have 
both done the Hamersley Iron Safety 
Induction Course so that we can drive the 
seamen to and from the ships. We would 
value your prayers for the right person to 
be raised up as the Chaplain of the 
Seafarers Centre. It is not an easy job as 
most of the seamen are from non-English 
speaking countries and communications 
are sometime extremely difficult. One sea-
man came and leant on the counter and 
looked as though he wanted to talk. He 
looked close to tears but we were unable 
to reach him, as each time we spoke to 
him, all he could say was "yes" and smile. 
We couldn't even find out his name. 
Please pray for these seafarers. Many of 
them are away from home for many 
months at a time, and often have to put up 
with pretty appalling conditions. And 
please pray, too, for the volunteers who 
man the Seafarers Centre and provide sup-
port and comfort for these visiting seamen. 
PHILIP and KATHY KNIFE—Karratha 

BCA friends and family surround 
Rev Reg and Mrs Iris Langshaw 

at the celebration of their 
60th Wedding Anniversary 

on 22 February 1997, 
at Mowll Village, Castle Hill, NSW. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ROY WILLIAMS • WORLD WIDE PHOTOS 



The Bush Church Aid Society has a role 
in securing the future of a special 

ongoing ministry with Aboriginal people in 
northern Australia. Ebirra Hostel provides 
accommodation in a, violence- and alcohol-
free Christian environment for Aboriginal 
people from remote communities who 
come to Darwin mainly for medical treat-
ment. In the course of their work at 

Ebirra, staff share the joys of new life 
when mothers give birth, the sorrow when 
loved ones die and the concern of those 
who are seriously ill. On any one evening 
there are as many as 80 Aboriginal people 
staying at Ebirra. 

This is a ministry that has existed in 
northern Australia for many years and 
provides an opportunity to share the good 

Staff movements and changes 
Mrs. Jacqueline Griffiths, who began 

work in the Bathurst Street Sydney office 
in 1982, has now retired officially from 
the BCA office and is enjoying life as a 
busy grandparent in Sydney, but occa-
sionally relieving in the office. 
Mrs Amutha Gibson (who attends 
Caringbah parish) is the new BCA office 
computer operator. We give thanks 
to God for Jacqui's faithful service and 
welcome Amutha to the BCA work. 
Coming BCA events: 
Wollongong Concert August 23 

Chapter House August 28 
Canberra Concert August 29 Ticket sales through: CMS Bookshop, 116 Crown Street, 

Wollongong (042) 291172 and BCA (02) 9262 5017 
Family $25 • Under 2 Free • Adults $10 • Student and Concession $8 

news with residents. It is a real joy to 
witness our residents ministering to 
each other, often reaching out to those 
from other communities. Many bound-
aries are broken as people sing, talk and 
pray together. 

A team of staff are committed to this 
ministry. However, they do not have a 
straight forward task in managing the 
accommodation program. Staff often face 
hurdles and difficulties that are hard for 
most of us to relate to. 

They are often faced with drunkenness, 
abuse and acts of physical violence 
against them. Safety for staff and residents 
alike is an ongoing concern. The engage-
ment of a security company to make regu-

fc&CT/b/Mj' 
A four part video 
looking at 
BCA's work 
and the 
ministry in 
Coober Pedy and 
Roxby Downs. 

Available from your 
Regional BCA office. 

lar patrols at night has meant a welcome 
reduction in violent incidents and provid-
ed staff and residents with an increased 
sense of security. However, we must not 
become complacent and must continually 
address this issue. 

Ebirra is currently facing uncertainty 
about its future due to the sale of the 
Diocesan land at Coconut Grove. 
Anglicare is exploring options and liais-
ing with the government and the Groote 
Eylandt Aboriginal Trust about future 
plans for the accommodation program. 
Please pray for the staff and the Aboriginal 
people who come to stay at Ebirra as they 
are experiencing sadness about the loss of 
the land at Coconut Grove. We believe the 
accommodation program is a very special 
area of ministry and in faith we see a 
future purpose-built complex, designed 
and run with the help of the Aboriginal 
people. BCA has a part in this commitment 
to faith and we would appreciate your 
prayers as we work, pray and wait on the 
Lord's provision. 

PETER FISHER-Anglicare 
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POST & Rails 

Pat King (Co-ordinator of Ebirra) with Dixie from Ngukurr, 
who regularly stays at Ebirra while having medical treatment. 



PRAY FOR OUR STAFF O U R M I S S I O N F I E L D PRAY FOR OUR STAFF 

DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Bishop Richard Appleby 
1 Tennant Creek-Rev Tom & Mrs Carol Williams 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA 

Bishop Tony Nichols 
2 Kununurra-Rev Percy & Mrs Betty Leske (locum) 
3 Derby-vacant 
4 Newman-Rev Bob & Mrs Jan McKay 
5 Hedland-Rev Ian & Mrs Margaret Forsyth 
6 Karratha/Dampier-Rev Philip & Mrs Kathy Knife 
7 Wickham-Archdeacon Bill & Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
8 Paraburdoo/Tom Price-Rev Neil 

& Mrs Anthea Walthew 
9 Mt Magnet (Murchison)-Rev Tom 

& Mrs Margaret Pamflett (locum) 
10 Leinster (NE Goldfields)-Rev Les 

& Mrs Jenny Gaulton 
11 Geraldton (Bluff Point)-(Ministry Training) 

Rev Neil & Mrs Carmen Ellis 

THE BCA PRAYER 

O Lord our God, help us to remember 
those who live in the remote parts of our 
land. We ask you to strengthen and 
encourage all whose ministries are sup-
ported by the Bush Church Aid Society. 
Refresh them in times of discouragement 
and loneliness and call others to stand 
with them in the task of making Christ 
known. Grant that, through the ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments, through 
medical work, through service and by 
caring for the young, the message of your 
redeeming love may be proclaimed and 
accepted by the people throughout our 
land. We ask these things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever 

Amen. 

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE 

Bishop David McCall 
12 Coober Pedy-Rev Bob 

& Mrs Denise Rothwell (until August 31st) 
13 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission-

Rev Ian & Mrs Glenda McGrath 
14 Leigh Creek-Rev Ted & Mrs Morwen Watkins 
15 Cook-Bishop Kirkby Memorial Hospital-

Sr Anneliese Cusack 
16 Ceduna-Rev Tom & Mrs Michelle Beever 

If you'd like more details for prayer, 
send for our free quarterly prayer notes. 

Bishop Bruce Clark 
17 Broken Hill BCA House-Mr Ian 

& Mrs Carol Blow 
18 Wilcannia-Mr Brian 

& Mrs Beverley Bell (lay catechist) 
19 Wentworth-Rev Don and Mrs Helen Wilson 
DIOCESE OF TASMANIA . 
Bishop Phillip Newell 
20 Queenstown (West Coast)-

Rev David & Mrs Trudy Sharman 
21 Furneaux Islands-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Gill Bransgrove 

Bishop Peter Chiswell 
22 Lightning Ridge-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Catherine Hearne 

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON 

Bishop Ron Stone 
23 Winton-Rev Peter & Mrs Jeanette Blundell 
24 Blackwater-vacant 

DIOCESE OF BATHURST 
Bishop Bruce Wilson 
25 Forbes BCA House-Mr Peter & Mrs Jenny Wilken 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER MINISTRY 

26 Cairns-St Luke's-Rev Jim & Mrs Lala Leftwich 
27 Darwin-Nungalinya College 

-Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 
Darwin-Anglicare-Mr Peter & Mrs Lynne Fisher 

REGIONAL OFFICES 
28 WA Part-time Secretary-Rt Rev Bernard 

& Mrs Coralie Buckland 
SA Secretary-Rev Owen Thomas, 

Mrs Aila Alderson 
Vic. & las. Secretary-Rev Murray Lamont, 

Ms Margo Bright 
29 NSW Secretary-Rev Greg Thompson, 

Mr Ric Bollen, Ms Anabel Walters 
Qld. & Northern NSW Secretary-

Rev Les Monaghan, Mrs Dianne Harris, 
Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

BCA NATIONAL OFFICE 
30 Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Jim Gosbee, 

Mr Dennis Outred, Mrs Amutha Gibson, 
Mrs Michele Peacock, Mrs Thelma Doyle. 



BCA House, Broken Hill 
BCA House is a Christian 'home away from home'. There are currently 21 

students, and all except 2 are high schoolers. There are 6 
boys and 15 girls, and the age range is from 9 to 17 years. 

We try to provide a 'family home' atmosphere for the 
young people from remote or rural towns and proper-
ties. These young people have come to Broken Hill to 

continue their education. Previously they were mainly 
School of the Air (S O T A) students. 

We aim to Bring Christ to these young Australians 
in our care by word and action. 

CHECKLIST FOR FAMILY CARE 

Providing family care through the 
school of home studies. 

We're expected to know everything but 
'we did come down in the last shower'. 
We have to be 'encyclopedia extraordi-
naires'l And keep in touch with the 4 
schools they attend. 

^Discipline. 
This part of the job means phoning par-

ents to keep them up to date. The children 
learning to 'live with others'. 

V Arranging extra curricular 
activities. 

These include library, sport, drama, 
dance, art, music, friends and of course, 
shopping for those extras. 

l/Being town guide and driver. 
We have to know all the friends and rel-

atives in town and keep up with the visits. 

v Repairing and maintaining. 
This includes repairing parents' and 

supporters' cars or trucks, furniture, 
equipment, bus maintenance, gardening 
and looking after the grounds and new 
clothes line area. 

V Weekend chefs. 
We have to be weekend 'chefs' of 

"Cordon Bleu" standard. Our pasties are a 
specialty! And we have dishpan hands!! 

VAdministration. 
We're not 'let off the hook' and have to 

report on purchasing, supplies, banking, 
loans...and everything. 
IAN BLOW—House parent 

MY REPORT 
Mostly everything in BCA House is good. I 
like when we buy takeaway on Thursday 
nights. I also enjoy the videos on Friday 
nights. But I don't really like the home-
work times. I was thinking that why don't 
we just have the session after tea. Because 
when we get home from school we have 
quite a short time before homework. 
Because sometimes we have jobs to do 
when we get back and we don't get much 
free time. I don't really mind if this doesn't 
happen, it was just a suggestion. I have no 
worries with the rooms they are great and 
also like the advantage of being able to go 
over to the school next door usually when 
we like. The hostel's weekend plans are 
also exciting. This concludes what I have 
to say. 
From CHARLIE 

BCA House is a nice place (I guess), but a 
person can't help missing your mum and 
dad. I mean how would you feel if you 
were told you had to go to this place that I 
thought was named BWT (or something 
like that). Then on a new term you're to 
immediately forget how much fun you had 
on the holidays and not feel very lonely? 
KIRI LANGFORD-myears 
—Year 5, Broken Hill Public 

Our children Kiri and Sam are in their 3rd 
year as boarders at BCA House. I was a 

BCA HOUSE! 
(Broken Hill) 

he floors creak, 
The beds rock, 
The taps drip, 
And the doors rattle. 
he music is loud, 
The bikes are fast, 
The TV roars, 
And the phone is ringing. 
he balls are flying, 
The piano is playing, 
The cupboards are slamming, 
And the food is cooking. 

The toilets are flushing, 
The kids are screaming, 
The parents are yelling, 
And the fridge is always open. 

KYLIE LOUISE REDMAN 

boarder at the BCA Hostel for 9 years from 
1955, so I have seen a lot of changes. At 
that time it was all boys, 36 of us. When I 
started I was 6 years old and the youngest, 
so was at the end of the meal line as the 
oldest were first to get their meal. During 
that 9 years, we had 3 changes of house-
parents. One of those couples, Mr and Mrs 
Calder, I still keep in touch with. Last year 
we had a reunion, and it was good to meet 
up again after 30 years, and to see that we 
all turned out to be OK types of people. 
DON LANGFORD 



"COLOSSAL JOB" 
AT BCA HOUSE 

"Institutions like the BCA House couldn't 
be given enough support for the service 
they provide to the community", Member 
for Parkes, Michael Cobb, said yesterday. 

Speaking at the official opening of 
recently completed extensions to the BCA 
House in Lane Street, Mr Cobb said it was 
an unfortunate fact that a disparity existed 
in education between students from the 
bush and their city counterparts. 

"44% of secondary students go on to ter-
tiary education. That means 56% or the 
majority still don't go to utilise these facil-
ities", Mr Cobb said. A large percentage of 
children who are from properties are in 
the latter category. 

"There is no clear pathway for those 
people to access the workforce". 

Mr Cobb said the need for establish-
ments like the BCA House was obvious as 
was the centrally located one in Broken 
Hill vital to the area. 

Mr Cobb said that TAFE, which provided 
much of the labour for the 
work, were to be congratu-
lated in helping with the 
"colossal job" on the exten-
sions. "Any student should 
be quite privileged to stay 
here", he said. 

Speaking next, Bishop 
Bruce Clark, Bishop of the 
Riverina Diocese, thanked 

the BCA and the local hostel for the sup-
port given the diocese, before offering a 
prayer for the blessing of the extensions. 

Chairman of the BCA Society, the Rev Dr 
Vic Roberts was present at the function, 
also attended by other clergy, TAFE repre-
sentatives and members of the public. 

Extensions include new bedrooms, dor-
mitories and office areas to the side of the 
hostel, as well as a detached study facility 
for students at the rear. 

The work, which took two years from 
the planning stage, cost $153,000, of 
which $125,000 was federally funded, the 
remainder made up by the BCA. 
Barrier Daily Truth 

At the opening of the BCA House extensions. 

GLORY IN THE DUST 

Dr Stuart Piggin delivered the BCA 
'Mission Australia Address' at 
the NSW Annual General Meeting 

in memory of Bishop S J Kirkby, BCA's 
first organising missioner. 

Appropriately, the paper was presented 
in St Anne's church in the northern Sydney 
suburb of Ryde, where Bishop Kirkby 
was Rector before launching his BCA 
missionary work in the outback. 
Dr Piggin, Master of Robert Menzies 
College at Macquarie University in 
Sydney, said in his keynote address, 
"The mission of BCA is to serve remote 
and rural people throughout the 
Anglican Church. These people include 
the families of farmers and pastoral 
workers, miners, rural townspeople and 
indigenous Australians". 

In an address full of hope, Dr Piggin said 
revival was God's greatest instrument for 
energising his people to deal with their deep-
est needs, both personal and communal. 

"Most fundamentally that need is spiri-
tual hunger, but in those areas served by 
BCA, spiritual hunger expresses itself in 
terms of marginalisation, alienation, lone-
liness, degradation, economic insecurity 
and community conflict—especially in the 
context of rural decline," he said. 

"Revival is not for the Church only, but 
for the transformation of the community 
in which the Church is located." 

"This fact alone should make the minis-
ter in country areas of small population 

Geoff Hearne (Lightning Ridge), Greg Thompson (NSW 
Secretary) and keynote speaker, Dr Stuart Piggin. 

have a big vision for the impact of the gospel 
on that population. Churches can have a 
much greater impact in small rural commu-
nities than in larger urban environments". 

Dr Piggin said that compared to urban 
churches, rural churches were disadvan-
taged in all manner of ways, but their great 
advantage was that they could be instru-
mental in spiritual movements which 
transformed their entire local community. 

He provided a number of examples of 
such revivals in different dioceses, includ-
ing Riverina and Willochra. 

"A revival is really an appearance of the 
glory of God", Dr Piggin said. "It is a 
sovereign work of God coming down to 
touch the hearts of the poorest and the 
humblest, and spreading his glory in the 
dust. There is a lot of dust in Australia so 
the Lord has a lot of scope". 

Dr Piggin, a noted historian at Mac-
quarie University, called on the Anglican 
Church in Australia to be a force for unity. 

He said this should be achieved by 
avoiding censuring other Christians; 

At the opening of BCA House extensions: 
Mr Dennis Outred (BCA Hostels Administration), 

Rev Dr Vic Roberts (BCA National Chairman), 
Bp Bruce Clark (Bp of Riverina) and Mr Michael Cobb, MP. 



stressing co-operation on the basic doc-
trines of faith rather than specialising on 
the differences; hosing down the flash-
points; the male/female divide; the charis-
matic/evangelical divide; and the rela-
tionship of Sydney evangelicalism to the 
rest of the Australian Church. 

In addition, he said the Church should 
help all Australians to commit themselves 
to reconciliation with indigenous 
Australians ("Mabo and Wik may be 
movements of the Spirit, too") and repent 
of past sectarianism. 
CHARLES STOKES 

Read the full text of Dr Piggin's address 
Bumper Harvest: 

Can we have more? 
Factors leading to revival in Australia 

and their lessons for Mission 
in rural Australia today 
Copies are available from 

BCA regional offices. 

Hear the "Mission Australia Address" 
Friday evening September 19 

Ridley College, Melbourne 
Sunday October 19 

3.30pm St Andrew's Church 
160 Vulture Street, South Brisbane. 

Appointment for Victoria/Tasmania 

The appointment of the Rev Murray 
Lamont to the position of Regional 
Secretary for Victoria/Tasmania 

continues a long BCA connection. Murray 
grew up in the Melbourne Parish of Holy 
Trinity, Doncaster, which has had a very 
strong history of support for BCA. 

He trained as a nursing sister at the 
Alfred Hospital where he met Jane, his 
wife. They felt that perhaps God would call 
them to serve BCA as nurses at Cook or 
Tarcoola, yet not long after their marriage, 
Murray responded to the Lord's call to 
ordained ministry. While in his curacy at 
St Thomas', Werribee, he remembers driv-
ing Bishop Ged Muston to a meeting at the 
Cathedral when they had a flat tyre. 
Already running late, all in the car were 
perplexed, until Murray marshalled the 
troops and had them back on the road 

within 3 minutes. Murray still feels that. 
such practical expertise led Bishop 
Muston in his decision to later call him to 
minister at Kununurra in W.A. Murray, 
Jane, James and Rebecca went to 
Kununurra in February 1987 and minis-
tered there until December 1991. 

Murray now returns to the Society in 
the role of Regional Secretary for 
Victoria/Tasmania with a pastoral heart 
for the field staff and love for the work of 
sharing the vision and goal of BCA— 
"Australia for Christ". 

Bluff Point Parish, Geraldton, is the 
largest parish in the Diocese of North West 
Australia with a total congregation of 
approximately 150 people spread over 3 
services. Geraldton is home to the crayfish 
industry and agricultural based industries, 
and has a stable population by North West 
standards. It is a lovely coastal city of 
approximately 30,000 and the largest city 
north of Perth in WA. 

Mt Magnet is 336 kms east of Geraldton, 
with only two towns between it and 
Geraldton, at about 100km intervals. Mt 
Magnet is a town in a hostile environ-
ment. It is station country, hot, dry, windy 
and dusty in summer, and often cut off by 
flood in winter, and very cold at night—a 
land of extremes. The town has been the 
centre of gold mining activities over the 

years, but this has declined recently as 
have the town's population and morale. 
The population of Mt Magnet is now less 
than 1000, and unstable as jobs are lost. 
The congregation that meets each fort-
night at All Souls fluctuates between 3 and 
15, there being up to 10 adults and 5 chil-
dren, though a regular number would be 7. 

On the weekend of June 7 and 8, a team 
of 12 volunteers from Bluff Point Parish 
headed out to work on the Rectory and to 
join in fellowship on Sunday with the 
locals. This mission team went with two 
clear goals in mind; 
i) to paint the Rectory in "Pearly Gates" 

and to prepare the Rectory for Tom 
and Margaret Pamflett, who will be act-
ing as locum 

ii) to encourage their brothers and sisters 

Easy Listening with BCA 
4 hours of original and relaxing music 
for that special dinner, restful afternoon or holiday drive. 
Distributed by talented and mission minded pianist, Mr Ab Priestly. 

Includes original variations on popular hymns, 
written, arranged and performed by Reggie Pitt-Owen. 

Tape prices include postage: 
Set of 4 tapes $21.00 

1 tape $9.00 
2 tapes $15.00 
3 tapes $19.00 

Order from BCA 

Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney, NSW 2000 

Distinction. The Lord has bestowed 
on him a wonderful talent and g 
NEVILLE THOMAS Principal Clarinet in the Sydney International 
Orchestra and previously Chancellor and Chairman of the Board 
of Governors for the Australian Institute of Music. 



in Christ in worship and fellowship. 
We achieved all our goals. The Rectory, 

after the 12 had finished, and with the aid 
of a new kitchen and bathroom, looked 
great, and the fellowship of the team was 
encouraging as we sweated and shared 
our faith together. 

The Sunday service was special because 
we had a musician, a keyboard and voices 
to sing to our Lord. I have been minister-
ing in Mt Magnet since November '96, and 
this was the first time we have had music. 
We shared the Lord's Supper together, and 
after the service we gave the locals a guid-
ed tour of the 'renewed' Rectory. They all 
looked with deep interest, and were struck 
by the many improvements. 

After lunch 8 of us packed our bags and 
headed for Yalgoo, 120 kms west, to share 
in worship and fellowship with the local 
congregation of 2. This was a moving time 
as we worshipped in Holy Trinity, which 
hasn't been used for several years. Our 
organist took up her position and began to 
pump the pedals on the organ sending 
sprays of dust into the air from each new 
note she played! 

We shared the Lord's Supper, read scrip-
ture, prayed and finished our service in a 
small circle and sang "Bind us together 
Lord". The serviced finished because our 
organist ran out of pump! She was "jig-
gered" to use her words. We sat and talked 
with the 2 women and encouraged each 
other, during which the solemn promise 
that we would return and have another 
service together was made. That done, we 
propped up the doors that had fallen off on 
opening, did some quick surveying of 

what else needed fixing on the building, 
said 'Goodbye' and fell into the cars for the 
200 km trip to Geraldton. 

A busy weekend, but a worthwhile one. 
The folk who went are so stirred up by the 
experience that they are arranging to go 
again in either August or September. They 
want to go and worship and fellowship 
again with the folk in Magnet and Yalgoo, 
and finish the small jobs that we left. They 
felt it was a privilege to go and work a 14 
hour day, drive 700 kms and share their 
faith and encouragement with these small 
congregations. Next time we go, I'm sure 
the 12 will take many friends. 
NEIL ELLIS—Bluff Point 
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^ * ^ n Easter Day, committed BCA 
supporters and friends, 28 

" ^ / adults and 12 children, joined 
with Menindee Christians to celebrate 
the Risen Lord and to dedicate themselves 
to a week of practical restoration on the 
church and rectory, dubbed "Holiday with 
a Purpose". We had set ourselves a great 
task and we knew that it could not be 
accomplished without the good hand of 
the Lord being on us. 

The badly cracked Church walls (you 
could see daylight through the concrete 
blocks) were cleaned out, filled with mor-
tar, plastered, sealed and painted. In fact, 
the whole Church was painted inside and 
the outside was bagged, using local red 
sand (from the church yard) and now 
stands proud in a pretty pink shade. 

Meanwhile in the rectory, the kitchen 
and bathroom were gutted and a new 
kitchen and bathroom now grace the 
building. Built-in wardrobes were con-
structed in two bedrooms and a linen cup-
board built into the hall passage. The rec-
tory was then completely painted inside. 
Many other jobs were tackled in the pro-
cess of restoration. 

To have all this done in a week was truly 
a miracle. The provision of scaffolding for 
the church and the donation of a vanity for 
the bathroom that matched exactly the 
pale blue bathroom tiles, was simply 

amazing. About $7,000 was donated 
($1,000 from Menindee) by BCA support-
ers, plus kitchen cupboards and other 
materials which accomplished work val-
ued at between $40,000—$50,000. We 
thank all who prayed, gave and worked 
to the glory of God. 

The team of architects, tradesmen and 
other handy people from six different 
churches and three States worked diligent-
ly and in harmony to get the job done. The 
children likewise played happily together 
and we enjoyed great times of fellowship 
in the evenings. There were no accidents 
and the weather was perfect. 

Bagging the outside walls. 
Children play happily while the work progresses. 

Before... the work... and after! 



The finished church and 
below, the dedicated group. 

LAY MINISTRY CONTINUES 
AT MENINDEE 

Brian and Beverley 
Bell from Arcadia 
(Parish of Dural, 
Sydney) not only 
were part of the 
'Holiday with a 

Purpose', but have also committed them-
selves to remain in Menindee to minister 
as 'locums', which will be especially 
important while the parish is waiting for 
the appointment of a new Missioner 
DON WILSON—now at Wentworth 
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Outback kids are taught Scripture by Peter Blundell at Winton School. 
Alongside parish ministry, BCA staff involve themselves with 
children's ministries to isolated schools and communitites 

YES! I'll help support ministry beyond the city 
REV/MR/MRS/MISS/MS (Initials) (Surname) 

ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE PARISH (if applicable) 

• My Gift is enclosed for $ 

Please debit my • BANKCARD • MASTERCARD • ' 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

NAME OF CARDHOLDER 

EXPIRY DATE I I I I 
•!• I would like to donate regularly using my credit card 

Please debit my card ] MONTHLY ]] QUARTERLY | ]] HALF YEARLY for $ 

• Tick Box if receipt is required Z\ Outback ministry 
]] Hostel/Medical (Tax Deductible) 

Please send me information on how 
1 can continue supporting BCA after I am gone | 

R E A L A U S T R A L I A N • A U G U S T 1997 

RECYCLING; 
Yes! Even for such small items 
as stamps 

Our office receives many kilos 
of Australian and foreign used stamps 
which are trimmed, sorted and prepared for 
sale. There is a great demand for stamps of higher values 
(over 45c) and foreign stamps. In 1996, sales of stamps 
realised $5,981 for BCA 

Stamps can be left on envelopes, untnmmed, or if you do trim 
them, please leave about 5mm paper border around the per-
forations of the stamps We prefer them NOT floated off the 
paper, as they can be damaged or creased which reduces 
their value to collectors and that's less money for BCA 

If you have the opportunity to visit our office, ask to see what 
happens to the stamps we receive. Volunteers who can assist 
us in processing donated stamps will be much appreciated. 

Of course, we are keen to have buyers of the stamps, too' 
Help support BCA by promoting the recycling or 
sale of stamps to your circle of friends, at Church, 
the family or colleagues at work, etc. 

Reaching the kids of Winton 


